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FOREWORD 


U.S. poultry meat is being exported to 84 countries throughout the world, 
reflecting the United States continued leadership in poultry production tech- 
nology, processing, and new-product research and development. This ascend- 
ancy has enabled the U.S. exporter to offer on the world market a wide 
variety of poultry products to satisfy consumer needs around the globe. 


In shipping to the overseas markets, however, the exporter is faced with 
many different levels and types of import duties and charges. The data as- 
sembled in this report is intended to serve as a guide to those interested in 
marketing their poultry products overseas. 


The authors wish to express their thanks to the many agricultural attaches 
who provided the up-to-date data that is summarized in this report. Without 
their help the compilation of this material would have been exceedingly 
difficult. 


David R. Strobel, Director 
Dairy and Poultry Division 
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~WORLD IMPORT DUTIES AND OTHER ENTRY 
CHARGES ON POULTRY MEAT 


By 


W. Bruce Silcox, John A. Williams, and 
Richard L. Barnes* 


INTRODUCTION 


This study sets forth the import duties and other entry charges applied 
to poultry meat by 109 countries, 108 foreign countries,” and the United 
States. 

Import duties are indicated as either “specific” or “ad valorem” or 
both. Consistent with trade practices, specific duties are expressed in terms of 
cents per pound as set forth in the respective country_tariff schedules. Ad 
valorem duties and other charges were derived from the percentages stated in 
tariff schedules and ocean conference contract freight rates. 

Foreign currency values were converted at the prevailing official rates 
of exchange as of March 31, 1970. 

Although product values, duty rates, other charges, and currency values 
change, the total entry costs set forth herein will be helpful to potential 
exporters and others in determining relative access and trade prospects in 
specified countries. 


1Dr. Silcox and Mr. Williams were formerly Marketing Specialists with the Dairy 
and Poultry Division, Foreign Agricultural Service. Dr. Silcox is now retired, and Mr. 
Williams is assigned as an Assistant Agricultural Attache, American Embassy, The Hague. 
Mr. Barnes is a Marketing Specialist with the Dairy and Poultry Division, Foreign 
Agricultural Service. 

2The term “countries” is used in a broad sense and designates colonies and 
protectorates, where applicable, as well as independent countries. 


WHOLE CHICKEN 


One-hundred-and-three of the 109 countries in the study applied 
import duties and/or other entry charges, or restricted the importation of 
whole chicken. The average combined charges tor entry was 18.12 cents per 
pound. 

The range in charges, including duties, was from 0.38 cents per pound 
in St. Lucia to 90.19 cents in Uruguay, where the import duty of 41.29 cents 
per pound plus other charges of 48.90 cents make the cost of entry 
prohibitive. 

Other countries imposing relatively high entry costs were Burma, 76.96 
cents per pound; South Vietnam, 71.67; and Turkey, 70.88. 

Forty countries applied specific import duties, and 60 countries 
imposed ad valorem duties on whole chicken. These duties averaged 15.4] 
and 11.79 cents per pound, respectively. Other entry charges, applied by 71 
countries, averaged 6.43 cents per pound. 


“RANGES OF IMPORT DUTIES AND OTHER CHARGES 
ON WHOLE CHICKENS, APRIL 1970 
NUMBER OF COUNTRIES 


20 


16 


CENTS PER POUND | 


CANNED POULTRY MEAT 


Of the 109 countries included in the study, 105 applied import duties 
and/or other entry charges, or restricted the importation of canned poultry 
meat. The combined charges amounted to an average of 21.61 cents per 
pound. 

The range in such charges and duties was from approximately 0.72 cent 
per pound in Grenada to 114.71 cents in South Vietnam. Vietnam’s ad 
valorem rate of 100 percent, plus other charges of 77.10 cents, account for 
the high entry cost. 

The specific duties in 38 countries averaged 16.35 cents per pound. Ad 
valorem duties in 69 countries averaged 15.73 cents per pound, and other 
entry charges in 73 countries averaged 6.77 cents. 


POULTRY LIVERS 


One-hundred-and-four countries in the study applied import duties 
and/or other entry charges, or restricted importation of poultry liver. The 
combined charges for entry averaged 23.19 cents per pound. 

The range in import duties and other entry charges, combined, was 
from 0.38 cent per pound in St. Lucia to 143.33 cents in South Vietnam. 
Accounting for the relatively high cost of entry into Vietnam were an ad 
valorem duty of 80 percent of cost, insurance, and freight plus two 
additional taxes. 

Other countries in which the cost of entry was more than four times 
the average, were Uruguay, charging 140.42 cents per pound, and Burma, 
104.08 cents. 

Thirty-seven countries applied specific import duties on poultry livers, 
the average of which was 15.61 cents per pound. Sixty-five countries applied 
ad valorem duties averaging 18.52 cents per pound, and 74 countries applied 
other entry charges averaging 8.92 cents. 


WHOLE TURKEY 


Of the 109 countries included in the study, 102 applied import duties 
and/or other entry charges, or restricted the importation of whole turkey. 
The average combined charge for entry was 22.81 cents per pound. 

Total entry charges ranged from 0.38 cent per pound in St. Lucia, to 
123.60 cents in Uruguay, which levies an import duty of 56.68 cents per 
pound plus other entry charges of 66.92 cents. 

Entry charges were also much higher than the average in Burma, 109.75 
cents per pound; Turkey, 100.93; and South Vietnam, 100.02. 

Thirty-nine countries applied specific import duties averaging 15.28 
cents per pound; 61 countries applied ad valorem duties averaging 16.63 
cents; and 72 countries imposed other entry charges amounting to an average 
of 8.50 cents. 
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